A Danish point of view:

Canada 200 times the size of Denmark, but 200 times less things happening

for Icelandic horses

Why? That was something I really wondered about, when I visited your lovely country for 3 month ​without question some of the best month in my life.

This summer I fmished High School in Denmark. I decided to take a year off and do something different. I contacted Arnold and Toos Faber (Vernon, BC) and asked them, if I could come, stay and learn at their Icelandic horse farm Fitjamyri with their herd of horses. Luckily they agreed, so on July 8th, 2003 I came with butterflies in my stomach all the way to the other side of the earth.

Canada -Perfect for the Icelandic horse

I had not been in Canada for long, before I realized what a beautiful country it is. Big, fascinating mountains in all directions, in the valleys huge and very refreshing lakes and the forests with all the wild animals is a chapter for it self, when you come from Denmark. A fox is one of the most dangerous animals, you meet in our forests. I tell you, it took me a while before I got used to take bear spray with me on trail-rides.

Another thing I realized after a short while, was how nice and open minded people are who live in Canada. Everybody I met was so nice to me and helped me with the language, as well as with any big or small problem I had.

The country and climate, as well as the Canadians are perfect for the little and very strong horse. But I have a feeling that a lot of people don't realize this yet, or maybe they don't see the opportunities yet of the Icelandic Horse!! 
[he Icelandic horse. a horse for the whole family

In Denmark we have one main Icelandic horse federation and about 55 associations (small clubs). The number of members has increased enormous over the last 10 years. In 1993 there were about 7,500 members and in 2003 there were already 12,000 members. I think the reason for that is, that the federation does a lot of things for the whole family. People realize that the Icelandic horse is not only a small horse, but a horse which is useful for every member of the family and you do not see that with a lot of the other breeds.

The local association my family and I are members of, has several events during the year. For the youngest we have junior- and youth cups, where young people from across the country and sometimes from around the world meet. They camp with their horses and have fun together for a weekend or sometimes for up to two weeks. They play games with the horses and compete in competitions etc. It is a very good thing for the kids to learn about their horse in a fun way and at the same time get a lot of new friends

For the adults we have courses and deliver lectures on: how to feed the horses well, how to shoe a horse, horse diseases etc.
And then of course we have a lot of arrangements made for the whole family. For example we have a lot of riding courses, which I think is very important. For you and your horse, so both get better and better all the time. During the year we have trail rides all over the country. Sometimes over 100 of people ride together and after the riding we eat and party together. And then most important we have a lot of competitions.

Competition. Fun. socializing: and learning all at the same time

I was so lucky that Arnold and Toos took me to a competition near Seattle, Washington called

"The North West Gaited Horses Show" where we participated. It was a really nice experience for me,

but I have to say, that it is a lot different from what I am used from Denmark and a lot could be better. It was fun for me to see all the other gaited horses. I had never seen other gaited horses like Tennessee Walkers or Peruvians etc. So to see these horses and even compete with them in the same classes, that was quite an experience.

But it was kind of disappointing for me, to realize that the judge didn't have any clue about what to look for with the Icelandic Horse. She was used to judge another breed and had nearly never seen an Icelandic Horse before. In Denmark we always have five licensed judges to judge each class. They all separately give marks to each horse (from 0-10) and show them to the audience. Because it is normal that there a differences in the marks from each judge, so a secretary take the highest and the lowest marks away and then she takes the average from the other three. It makes it a lot more fair. In Denmark the riders also get a little paper from each judge with the marks and some comments for example what was good and what was not so good. It makes it a lot more interesting for you to be in the competitions, when you come home you know what to practice so you can do it better in the next competition. Even as a spectator you learn a lot just by watching all the horses on the track. You see the horse and then you make your own impression of how good the horse is and then you see the marks from the judges so it is a lot more fun to be an audience in that way.

But what I really was missing was the socializing.. In Denmark you participate in competitions to compete with other people but also being together with friends and horses and have fun is maybe a big part.

Saturday night the riders meet, eat and drink and dance together.

Sunday morning people compete at the finals relaxed, maybe with a little hangover. 

- Karen Steglich -Petersen

Comment from Iris Marenbach   : of course it is a lot easier to get together in Denmark or Germany , where you can reach every part of the country in just a few hours.

But the important part is: We have to get things going!!!

The more people do something , the more people get interested . This on the other hand means  the more little groups do things together…then these groups will start to compete a little bit here and there…. more bigger events will develop and then the distances will get smaller

to get to a competition.…. and then everybody wins. Wouldn’t that be wonderful???

This is exactly what the B.C. IHA is reaching for. This is what we hope to achieve right here in B.C. 

